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have had advantages mixed with sacrifices. In
placing independence, the qualities of the heart,
and family happiness before dynastic prejudices
or the calculations of ambition, I shall not be less
strong in that I shall be more free," The public
announcement of the betrothal was followed by
the suicide in Paris of one of Eugenie's most
ardent admirers.

A week later the civil marriage took place at
the Tuileries and on the following day, the soth
of January, the religious rites were celebrated in
Notre-Dame. The superstitious were swift to
interpret as presaging evil for the Empire an
incident during the wedding procession, when the
gilt imperial crown fell from the roof of the coach
in which the Emperor and his bride were seated.
For good or ill the bewitching Spaniard was now
Empress of the French. She made a favourable
first impression on the populace by two unselfish
gestures: her husband's wedding-present of
250,000 francs was handed over to the hospitals,
and she requested the Council of the Seine to take
back their magnificent gift of a diamond necklace
and devote its value to the relief of the poor.

With the entrance of a consort into the Tuileries,
the Imperial Court was to assume a splendour
more glittering than that of any of its European
contemporaries, and Paris was shortly to emerge
as the queen of cities, the gayest capital in the